
   City Council 
  Meeting Schedule 
  August 2021 

 
City Council temporarily designated the location for regular, special and study session meetings to a 
virtual location until termination of the state of emergency or until rescinded. The City broadcasts City 
Council meetings on the City’s website https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts. 

To assure disabled persons the opportunity to participate in or benefit from City services, please provide twenty-
four (24) hour advance notice for additional arrangements to reasonably accommodate special needs. 

Please be advised that all Kennewick City Council Meetings are Audio and Video Taped 
 

August 2021 
Updated 08/10/21 

 

 
 
August 3, 2021 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING – Cancelled 
 NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

 
 
 
 
August 10, 2021 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. WORKSHOP MEETING (the workshop meeting will be done 
via Zoom and broadcast on the City’s website 
https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts) 
1. Development Related Code Amendments 
2. Transportation System Overview 
3. Workplace Safety Update 

 
 
 
 
August 17, 2021 
 Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.  REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 
 
August 24, 2021 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. WORKSHOP MEETING (the workshop meeting will be done 
via Zoom and broadcast on the City’s website 
https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts) 
1. Columbia Park Events Review 
2. AMI Update 
3. CCB/Deschutes Intersection Update 

 
 
 
August 31, 2021 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. NO MEETING SCHEDULED 
 

https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts
https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts
https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts


Council Workshop 
Coversheet

1.Agenda Item Number

Columbia Park Events ReviewSubject

✘Info Only

Policy DevMnt

Policy Review

Other

Through

Marie Mosley
Aug 19, 17:12:08 GMT-0700 2021City Mgr Approval

08/24/2021Meeting Date

PresentationAgenda Item Type

Parks & RecreationDepartment

Summary

Emily Estes-Cross
Aug 18, 16:38:36 GMT-0700 2021Dept Head Approval

PresentationAttachments:

Ordinance/Reso # Contract #

Permit #Project #

Recreation staff will provide an update on impacts to Columbia Park events since the onset of the Covid pandemic in March
2020, and an overview of the collaboration taking place with the Special Events Team and organizers to host events in
Columbia Park. The presentation will take a close look at larger events that have taken place since gathering restrictions
were lifted in 2021, including the River of Fire celebration, and a broader view from Fire and Police on the citywide July 4
response.



Path ForwardCollaborateReview

Columbia Park Events

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good evening Mayor and Council. Tonight [I’m joined by Recreation Manager Brandon Lange and our Special Event Coordinators Haley Taricani and Julia Lang), to provide you with an overview of major events in Columbia Park and the collaboration that takes place internally within city departments in addition to with our event organizers. In response to Council’s interest in hearing more on the citywide July 4th response, Chief Michael and Chief Hohenberg will also provide information, and we’ll wrap up the presentation with a look at our path forward. 






 Kids Fishing Event
 Water Follies June Hydro Test 

Session
 River of Fire
 Water Follies Columbia Cup & 

Air Show
 Celebration of Community 

Diversity & Culture 

 RKC Dog Show
 Riverfest
 Water Lantern Festival
 Safe Treat Street
 Car Shows
 Charity Runs/Walks
 Disc Golf Tournaments

2

 Events restricted March 2020-June 2021
 Annual average Columbia Park events pre-Covid: 50
 2021 events scheduled: 32, of which 7 canceled due to Covid 

Review
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Hydro Testing
 Tri-City Water Follies 
 Setup June 3 for June 4 event
 Free 
 Larger than expected attendance
 Special Event Team collaboration

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first event to attract quite a crowd was the hydroplane testing session, which has become an annual event organized by the Water Follies Association. 
# of boats took advantage of the opportunity, which involved cranes and support, and the sanctioning body for the sport provided online coverage of boat speeds and the kinks race teams were working out prior to their first national event of the season. 
Event has grown in attendance as a free attraction, and this year attendance was particularly high, perhaps due to Covid restrictions on other events. 



Columbia Cup & Air Show
 Setup started July 14, exclusive use July 22-25
 Multiple planning scenarios for unknown Covid 

guidelines
 Citywide Special Event Team support
 Seemingly light attendance
 Minimal damage
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Celebration of Community 
Diversity & Culture

 August 6 setup for August 7 event
 First-time event, light attendance
 Stage & Riverfront East 
 Smooth operation
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River of Fire
 Three Rivers Carousel Foundation fundraiser
 City-sponsored fireworks 
 Volunteer staffing challenge 
 Light attendance
 Citywide Special Event Team support



Kennewick Fire DepartmentKENNEWICK FIRE DEPARTMENT
Committed to serving the community since 1907

2021 July 4th After Action

August 24, 2021



Kennewick Fire Department

A Picture Worth a Thousand Words

August 24, 2021August 24, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 
This fire occurred at 2505 S. Johnson St., and was dispatched at 23:23, the evening of July 4, 2021.  Some of our crews were already assisting Benton County Fire District #1 on a fire and we were dispatched to this incident.  

This fire was completely preventable.  While it was not intentionally, it was also not “accidental.”  The term accident implies that nothing could have been done to avoid it.  I believe there is.

Thankfully, insurance can fix most of this.  However, there is a significant amount of disruption and potential frustration to the family that has to go through everything involved with getting this cleaned up and repaired.  But for the quick actions of our fire crews, this fire could have easily became more significant and involved the home next to it.  

This fire should have never happened.



Kennewick Fire Department

A Near Miss
•A bottle rocket 

shot off by a 
neighbor.

•Fire started on the 
roof quickly 
spreading.

August 24, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 
This fire occurred at 6205 W. Albany, and was dispatched at 23:37, on the evening of July 4, 2021.  

This quad-plex was occupied by several people at the time of the fire.  Fortunately, it was early enough in the evening that the fire was discovered and reported quickly.  Had the fire occurred later in the evening, we could have been looking at a different outcome.

This was three minutes after our crews had already been dispatched to the shop fire.

Fortunately, the low acuity unit I directed to be staffed was still in quarters. Their quick actions prevented a much more substantial fire.     

This fire should have never happened.

I am very thankful none of the occupants or firefighters were injured as a result of this fire, and I also thankful none of the occupants lost their home.  Luck was on our side on this one.  We can’t and should not count on that always being the case. 

We were also lucky the crew I asked to have hired back for the evening was based out of the fire station located just down the road because the crew assigned to that station was responding to the shop fire.  Had our call back crew not been located at this station, the fire would have easily had more time to become much more significant.   



Kennewick Fire Department

My Personal Experience
•My observations
•My concerns
•My actions
•My call for help

August 24, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 




Kennewick Fire Department

Regional Data 2019-2021

August 24, 2021

July 4th Fire Responses (ALL)

*Data includes automatic/mutual-aid, good intent, canceled en route and other fire-related 911 dispatched responses.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All fire-related responses available in ImageTrend dispatched between 9pm – 1am on July 4th.  Includes ALL fire-related calls that drew resources away from stations for some period of time, regardless of whether or not the unit remained on scene.  



Kennewick Fire Department

Regional Data 2019-2021

*Data includes automatic/mutual-aid, good intent, canceled en route and other fire-related 911 responses specifically related to fireworks.

July 4th Fireworks-Related Responses (ALL)

August 24, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Includes ONLY incidents in which the word “firework” could be derived from the dispatch notes, crew narratives or fire investigation notes.  Data includes both in-area & auto/mutual aid calls, as well as good intent & canceled en route calls, as all draw away resources from their stations.



Kennewick Fire Department

Regional Data 2019-2021
July 4th Confirmed Fires Within Agency Area Caused by Fireworks

August 24, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Includes ONLY incidents in which the word “firework” could be derived from the dispatch notes, crew narratives or fire investigation notes.  This data, however, does NOT include aid given outside of primary jurisdiction, canceled en route, or other miscellaneous fire-related calls.



Kennewick Fire Department

KFD ONLY Data 2021
July 4th Fireworks/Fires Incident Response Breakdown

August 24, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Includes ONLY 2021 Kennewick responses within the City of Kennewick (broken down by type) & 2 auto-aid responses within BCFD#1 area (Tri-City Heights & Chemical Dr. near Finley).

KENNEWICK STRUCTURE FIRES:
2505 S. Johnson Street (Station 64 area) – Dispatched at 11:34pm; First crew on scene at 11:37pm.  15 total apparatus required.
6205 W. Albany Court (Station 65 area) – Dispatched at 11:37pm; First crew on scene at 11:40pm.  12 total apparatus required.




Kennewick Fire Department

Future Questions 
•What is our risk tolerance?
•How much fire loss is acceptable?
•What deployment changes do we make?
•What approach do we take with our regional partners?
•How do improve education?

August 24, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a City, we have to determine what our risk tolerance is.  We are the only city remaining that has a complete ban on fire works (Richland has never had one, and Pasco started allowing non-aerial fireworks again in 2021.  There is a fireworks ban in Franklin County, but no such ban exists in the unincorporated areas of Benton County).  As your Fire Chief, I strongly believe our approach is the right approach to take for a number of different reasons.  However, we also need to make some decisions regarding what our risk tolerance is for fires in the City of Kennewick and injuries related to fires.

We will need to have a conversation about how much fire loss is acceptable.  There are additional actions we can take, but there are costs and implications associated with those actions that we should consider and discuss.  

I made a significant change to the way we deal with fireworks operationally on the 4th of July last year.  This was based upon the success I had using the same model in another municipality.  We used the same approach this year.  I believe it was very effective, and our people saw the value.  The apparatus we used was instrumental in preventing the fire that occurred on the roof of the quad-plex from extending into the attic or the interior of the building.  However, this is a reactional approach to what has already taken place.  As I have shared with you during several other presentations, I am working hard to help the KFD take a proactive approach in several different areas.  This is an area I believe could benefit from a more proactive approach.   

I had some initial thoughts about how what our involvement is with our regional partners that have chosen less restrictive firework regulations than us, but I realize there are consequences that need to be carefully considered.  I believe our larger concerns (i.e., pulling resources out of our area) can be mitigated somewhat by the regional deployment approach we (The Fire Chiefs) take.  I think it can also be mitigated somewhat by the decisions I make about deployment of our assets in my role as the Fire Chief in Kennewick.  I believe we have an opportunity to model what I believe is the best and right approach for those around us.  The actions they choose to take (or not take) are policy decisions they will need to continue to consider in their community).  

My wife would tell you that COVID was not the craziest thing that happened in 2020.  My leap into the world of social media was.  I used this tool last year in order to help get our message out.  However, I am not yet an “influencer” (something that my wife is also happy to remind me of).  We can do a better job using our local media next year, and using the various communication distribution channels we have here in the City of Kennewick (i.e. our website, our utility bills, etc.).  Education and communication is critical.  However, I believe it is not the only thing we need to do, and I also believe those in the community have a responsibility to be aware of what the regulations are and to abide by our regulations.  



Kennewick Fire Department

The Path Forward

•Enhance public outreach
• Implement operational 

improvements
•Enhanced enforcement 

measures
•Set an ambitious goal
•Our desired outcome 

August 24, 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am committed to using all available resources we have access to in order to get communication out about our fireworks ban.  However, this requires collaboration and the assistance of our local media, City staff, and help from my team.  I do not believe this is insurmountable if we create a plan early, develop milestones we need to achieve, and we work hard to execute our plan.  

There are a handful of operational improvements my counterparts and I have already agreed to implement in 2022 based upon what we experienced this year.  Some of those will help manage the number of resources deploying into other jurisdictions.  I think it is important for me to continue to engage in conversations with my regional colleagues about how we more effectively deal with the incidents related to fireworks with a more consistent approach.  I planted some seeds last year that I will keep watering in the hopes that we will see them grow in the years to come.  

While enhanced enforcement isn’t the sole answer to the problem, I think it could be an important part of a multi-pronged approach in the future that involves increased education and communication.  I am very interested in having a deeper discussion with Council on this topic after the first of the year.  
	The outcome of enforcement in other communities (Vancouver)
                      Lead to a change in behavior, but there are still some that are non-              	 compliant (similar to speeding, not everyone obeys the traffic laws).

I would like to set an extremely ambitious goal that establishes a target of zero fire work related incidents.
No structure fires.
No firework related injuries.
No natural vegetation fires that can be linked to fireworks.

The desired outcome is really simple and straight forward.  We help our community have a safe and enjoyable 4th of July.  I don’t believe any of us want to see someone in our community lose their home, their belongings, or suffer a significant injury from fireworks.  I also don’t believe any in our community wants to see any of these outcomes.  I believe there is a lot that can be done to avoid experiencing any of those unfortunate and preventable events from occurring.   



Events Assessment
 Continued risk mitigation
 Maintain assets and year-round level of park service
 Recognize community value in cost recovery models

 Value of tourism and quality of life
 Fee structure review

 Revisit River of Fire strategy



Questions? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We appreciate Council’s support of special events, the economic impact of tourism, and commitment to maintaining Columbia Park as a showcase venue and year-round recreational asset for citizens. 



Council Workshop 
Coversheet

2.Agenda Item Number

AMI UpdateSubject

✘Info Only

Policy DevMnt

Policy Review

Other

John Cowling
Aug 17, 10:17:34 GMT-0700 2021Through

Marie Mosley
Aug 19, 16:27:57 GMT-0700 2021City Mgr Approval

08/24/2021Meeting Date

PresentationAgenda Item Type

Public WorksDepartment

Summary

Cary Roe
Aug 18, 07:10:59 GMT-0700 2021Dept Head Approval

PresentationAttachments:

Ordinance/Reso # Contract #

Permit #Project #

The Public Works Department will be giving an update on the Automated Meter Infrastructure / Meter Replacement Project in
preparation of contract award in September.

Phase 1 of the project will install an automated meter network including four towers,  replace ~11,000 meters, retrofit ~2,500
meters, installing transmitters on both and include a new customer portal.  Future Phase 2 will complete replacement, retrofit
and transmitter installation of remaining meters.



Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) / 
Meter Replacement Project

August 24, 2021
John Cowling, PE, Utility Services Manager



 Current State of Meters

AMI / Meter Replacement

Age of Meters: Count:

20 + Years Old 13,390
11-19 Years Old 5,515
8-10 Years Old 1,360
7 Years or Newer 5,132
Total 25,397

 Meter box survey of Phase 1 complete



 Project Details
 Network 

 Propagation analysis shows need for four towers to read all ~25,000 meters Citywide.  
Proposed locations:
 City Hall (ballfield by KPD)
 54th and Olympia Reservoir
 Thompson Hill Reservoir
 Kansas Reservoir

AMI / Meter Replacement

 Towers will be 55’ or 75’ 
poles with a whip antenna



 Project Status
 Due to the number of required meter replacements it was necessary to split the 

project into two phases. 
 Phase 1 – Stand up citywide network, implement analytics and customer portal software, 

replace 13,000 meters, retrofit 2,500 meters (install transmitters on both). After Phase 1 all 
customers will be on the new customer portal, only those with AMI meters will have granular 
data information

 Phase 2 – complete remaining 11,000 meter replacements and transmitter installs, granular 
data available to all customers.

AMI / Meter Replacement



 Contracts
 Ferguson/Sensus contract for AMI Network, transmitters, and Analytics. 

Includes ordering of Badger Mechanical Meters
 $1,300,000 Meters
 $1,300,000 Meter Boxes / Lids
 $1,700,000 Transmitters
 $350,000 Network
 $1,100,000 Construction/Installation

 Water Smart contract to provide Customer Portal
 $96,000 (1st year cost including installation)

 Total Project Cost
 Phase 1 - ~$6,000,000 (PWTFL)
 Phase 2 - ~$5,000,000 (Bond, loan or grant)

 Project Schedule
 Council Contract Award – September 2021
 Phase 1 Construction – October 2021 – October 2022
 Phase 2 Construction – 2023

AMI / Meter Replacement



Questions?



Council Workshop 
Coversheet
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CCB/Deschutes Intersection Project UpdateSubject
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Policy Review

Other

Bruce Mills
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Public WorksDepartment
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Cary Roe
Aug 18, 14:12:51 GMT-0700 2021Dept Head Approval

PresentationAttachments:

Ordinance/Reso # Contract #
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Public Works staff presentation on the Columbia Center Boulevard/Deschutes intersection project.

The presentation will cover:
     - Project purpose/need
     - Proposed design concept
     - Impacts of project
     - Potential mitigation of impacts
     - Project funding



Columbia Center Blvd/Deschutes
Intersection Project Update

City Council Workshop Presentation
August 24, 2021



2

Outline

 Purpose of Intersection Project
 Capacity/Safety

 Proposed Intersection Concept

 Impacts and Possible Mitigation

 Funding
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Purpose of Project

 Increase Capacity – CCB Busiest Corridor
 40,000 vehicles/day

 Improve Safety – Reduce Collisions
 44 in past 7 years at intersection
 6 in past 2 years at car wash driveway
 Reduce backups and queueing
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Proposed Concept
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Proposed Concept

 Add right turn lanes to all approaches

 Provide for portion of future 3rd CCB lane

 Install raised center median on east leg of 
Deschutes, restricting driveway access



6

Impacts
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Impacts

Car Wash driveway concerns:
 Only 110’ from major intersection
 Cars queue into CCB at times
 60 vehicles in and out for peak hour traffic
 Few gaps for left-in/left-out movements
 Install median to restrict unsafe movements
 Consider moving driveway to east property line
 No reasonable place to turn around
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Impacts

Car Wash Peak Hour Turning Movements
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Mitigation Options

“Loon”/Teardrop

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Approached Kadlec, but they do not wish to tie up their undeveloped property with a turnaround lane.
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Mitigation Options

“Loon”/Teardrop
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Mitigation Options

Mini-Roundabout
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Mitigation Options

Mini-Roundabout
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Mitigation Options

Mountable Roundabout Center for Trucks



15

Construction Costs

Option 1: No mitigation (CCB intersection only) - $1.2M 

Option 2: With mini-roundabout - $1.5M
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Funding

Secured Federal grant for:
 Preliminary Engineering (Design) - $86,500
 Right-of-Way Acquisition - $173,000

Applying for funds for $1.5M Construction phase
 Transportation Improvement Board ($1.2M)
 Several legislative calls for projects (CCB 

corridor)
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QUESTIONS?



   City Council 
  Meeting Schedule 
  September 2021 

 
City Council temporarily designated the location for regular, special and study session meetings to a 
virtual location until termination of the state of emergency or until rescinded. The City broadcasts City 
Council meetings on the City’s website https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts. 

To assure disabled persons the opportunity to participate in or benefit from City services, please provide twenty-
four (24) hour advance notice for additional arrangements to reasonably accommodate special needs. 

Please be advised that all Kennewick City Council Meetings are Audio and Video Taped 
 

September 2021 
Updated 08/10/21 

 

 
 
September 7, 2021 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  
 
 
 
 
September 14, 2021 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. WORKSHOP MEETING (the workshop meeting will be done 
via Zoom and broadcast on the City’s website 
https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts) 
1. Comp Plan Amendment Review 
2. Cross-Functional Teams Update 

 
 
 
 
September 21, 2021 
 Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.  REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 
 
September 28, 2021 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. WORKSHOP MEETING (the workshop meeting will be done 
via Zoom and broadcast on the City’s website 
https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts) 
1. Micromobility Update 
2. Event Administration Update 
3. Redistricting Update 

 
 
 

https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts
https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts
https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts
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