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Kennewick Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes 

21 July 2026 
 
 
Call to Order: 4:30 pm 
 

Present: Chair Harper, Vice Chair Clark, Commissioner Nelson, Commissioner Ford 
 

Excused: Commissioner Robinson 
 

Staff Present: Matt Halitsky, Senior Planner 
 

Motion to excuse Commissioner Robinson: Clark / Nelson.  Approved unanimously 
 
Consent Agenda: Motion to approve the consent agenda: Clark / Ford.  Approved Unanimously 
 
Visitors Not on the Agenda:  
Kim Simmons was present and offered to be a volunteer for Commission projects.   
 
Old Business:   
 

a. Historic Context StoryMap 
Spencer Howard of NW Vernacular attended virtually and provided a walk-thru of the draft 
StoryMap being prepared as part of the 2025 CLG Grant project.  Commissioners will review the 
content on their own and provide comments to staff by COB July 31st. Comments on the second 
draft of the Historic Context Statement, which the City will receive by the end of July, are due 
August 14th. 
 

b. Outreach Letter 
Commissioners reviewed a draft outreach letter to historic property owners prepared by Vice 
Chair Clark, a project initially started by former Commissioner Kim Simmons.  Comments and 
minor edits were provided.  Staff will review the letter with the City’s Marketing Team and 
provide a final letter for the Chair’s signature at the August meeting. 

 
c. 2027 CLG Grant Application 

Commissioners reviewed the draft 2027 CLG Grant application prepared by staff.  The project 
will entail researching prominent architects and/or builders that contributed to early Kennewick 
history.   
 
Motion to approve the application and submit to DAHP: Clark / Nelson.  Approved unanimously 

 
d. Work Plan Review 

The Commission briefly discussed the status of the annual work plan. 
 
 

Reports, Comments or Discussion of Commissioners and Staff:  
Staff informed the board that Commissioner Thomas Smith has resigned his position on the HPC.  
 
Adjourn: 5:41 pm 
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