
To Assure Disabled Persons The Opportunity To Participate In Or Benefit From City Services, Please Provide Twenty-Four (24) 
Hour Advance Notice For Additional Arrangements To Reasonably Accommodate Special Needs. Please Be Advised That All 

Kennewick City Council Meetings Are Audio And Video Taped 

City Council Workshop Agenda 
April 28, 2026 at 6:30 PM 

City Hall Council Chambers - 210 W 6th Ave and Virtual 
The City of Kennewick broadcasts Council meetings on the City's website at 

https://www.go2kennewick.com/CouncilMeetingBroadcasts. 
Written public comment is accepted pursuant to KMC 2.04.047 - more details are available at 

https://www.go2kennewick.com/550/Meeting-Guidelines.  

1. Presentation: Tri-Cities National Park Committee

2. Comprehensive Plan Update: Transportation Element & Transportation System Plan
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Council Agenda 
Coversheet 

 

Item Number: 1.  Date: 4/28/2026 
Item Type: Presentation 
Subject: Presentation: Tri-Cities National Park 

Committee 
Department: City Manager 

Category: 
Info Only 

 

 
Summary 
Becky Burghart, Hanford Site Manager for the Manhattan Project National Historical Park, and Brent Gerry, 
former West Richland Mayor and Chair of the Tri-Cities National Park Committee, will provide a brief, 
informative presentation sharing information about the Tri-City National Park Committee, highlighting past 
projects, and educating attendees about the park’s history, significance, and importance. 

 
Attachments: 
1. Presentation 
2. Information 
3. Clipping 
 

Page 2 of 43



Manhattan Project National Historical Park
Tri-Cities National Park Committee
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Manhattan Project National Historical Park

• Established in 2015 to preserve and interpret the nationally significant historic 
sites, stories, and legacies associated with the top-secret race to develop an 
atomic weapon during WWII and provides access to these sites consistent with 
the mission of the Department of Energy. 

• The park is co-managed with the National Park Service & Department of Energy

• Park has operations in Hanford (Tri-Cities), WA; Los Alamos, NM; and Oak Ridge, 
TN.  
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A Community Effort
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Tri-Cities National Park Committee 

• The TCNPC began meeting in early 2015. Visit Tri-Cities, the region’s destination 
marketing organization, serves as the convener for the committee, while the committee 
functions as a key point of contact for the National Park Service (NPS) and Department 
of Energy (DOE), offering assistance and advocacy.
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Committee Members

The TCNPC meets on a quarterly basis and has 

historically been comprised of:

• Four City Mayors

• Benton and Franklin Counties

• Port of Benton

• B Reactor Museum Association 

• TRIDEC

• Visit Tri-Cities

• WSU Tri-Cities Hanford History Project 

• Hanford Communities

• REACH Museum

• Richland Public Library 

Representation from:

• DOE + NPS

• Congressional Delegation Staff - 

o Senator Cantwell, Senator 

Murray, and Representative 

Newhouse
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TCNP Committee Accomplishments
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TCNP Committee Goals for 2026 & Beyond

• B Reactor Grand Re-Opening 

• American WWII Heritage City Designation Promotion

• River, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program (RTCA)

• Community Visioning and Analysis of STEM Assets

• Preservation of Pre-Manhattan Assets

• Park Boundary Expansion 
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Where is MPNHP Park? 

B Reactor Hanford High School

Allard Pumphouse White Bluffs Bank Bruggeman Warehouse
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• Historic buildings and districts within each of the communities share the 
social history as much as the B Reactor shares the science and technology 
history. Collaborating with partners leverages limited resources and staffing. 

MPNHP is a Community-Based Park
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Community Resources & Story Telling

• Community resources and interpretive story telling are woven together in a 
variety of ranger programs including walking tours, bike rides, hikes, and 
special events to share this history that is hidden in plain sight. 
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Digital Platforms

• The park leverages social media and the park website and digital app to 
connect with people around the world. Staff use digital platforms to provide 
trip planning information, opportunities to learn about the Manhattan 
Project, and to provide access to historic facilities. 
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• The Tri-Cities is home to 4 National Parks, Monuments and Trails
o Manhattan Project NHP
o Ice Age Floods National Geologic Trail
o Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
o Hanford Reach National Monument

• We are partnering with the REACH Museum to increase public understanding of the Ice Age 
Floods, Lewis and Clark Expedition, Manhattan Project, and the shrub steppe ecosystem in 
the Tri-Cities region.

Expanding Partnerships
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Final Thoughts & Questions
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Tri-Cities National Park Committee 

Supporting the Continued Success of the Manhattan Project National Historical Park 

What is the Tri-Cities National Park Committee? 

The Tri-Cities National Park Committee (TCNPC) is a regional leadership and advocacy group that 
serves as a central point of coordination between the community and federal partners. 

• Acts as a key liaison to the National Park Service (NPS) and Department of Energy (DOE).  
• Provides advocacy, alignment, and local leadership to ensure the success of Manhattan 

Project National Historical Park. 
• Convened by Visit Tri-Cities, the region’s destination marketing organization.  

How Was It Formed? 

• The TCNPC began meeting in early 2015, alongside the establishment of the Manhattan 
Project National Historical Park.  

• Formed through a collaborative local effort, led by:  
o by Steve Young (former Mayor of Kennewick), Gary Petersen with TRIDEC, and the 

Mayors of Pasco, Richland, and West Richland.  
• Purpose: The Committee formed to provide a point of contact for the National Park 

Service and the Department of Energy as well as to offer assistance and advocacy to 
ensure that the Manhattan Project National Historical Park is a great success.  

Who is at the Table? 

A broad coalition representing government, tourism, history, and economic development. The 
TCNPC meets on a quarterly basis and has historically been comprised of:  

• Four City Mayors (Kennewick, Pasco,  
Richland and West Richland) 

• Benton and Franklin Counties 
• Port of Benton 
• B Reactor Museum Association  
• TRIDEC 
• Visit Tri-Cities 
• WSU Tri-Cities Hanford History Project   
• Hanford Communities 
• REACH Museum 
• Richland Public Library 

Representation from: 
• DOE + NPS 
• Congressional Delegation Staff: 

• Senator Cantwell, Senator 
Murray, and Representative 
Newhouse 
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Key Accomplishments 
 

• Letter supporting the National Archives and Record Administration’s (NARA) building in 
Seattle from being sold.   

• Submitted Appropriations Request to Senator Cantwell and Senator Murray to fund 
critical work to preserve the B Reactor including the current roof project. 

• Submitted an application for the NPS American World War II Heritage City Designation. 
The Tri-Cities was designated a Heritage City in late 2022. Only one city per state is 
awarded this recognition.  

•  Visit Tri-Cities continues work on a new webpage to highlight and celebrate the 
Tri-Cities’ designation as an American World War II Heritage City.  

• The new site will connect visitors and residents to locations throughout the Tri-
Cities through window clings and use of QR codes. 

• Grant funding from the National WWII Museum in Louisiana and funds designated 
by Visit Tri-Cities, are supporting the creation and installation of signage 
throughout the community to help raise awareness of the designation and further 
celebrate this important part of our region’s history.   

Goals Moving Forward (2026 & Beyond) 

The committee is focused on long-term growth and preservation. 

• B Reactor Grand Re-Opening (target: 2028)  
• Promote and leverage WWII Heritage City designation  
• Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance (RTCA) Program  
• Community Visioning and Analysis of STEM Assets  
• Preservation of Pre-Manhattan Assets 
• Park Boundary Expansion 

Why It Matters 

The Tri-Cities sits at the center of a nationally significant story. 

Through coordinated leadership and advocacy, the TCNPC helps: 

• Strengthen tourism and economic development  
• Preserve globally important history  
• Position the Tri-Cities as a nationally and internationally recognized heritage destination  

 

The Tri-Cities National Park Committee is administered by Visit Tri-Cities. 
For additional information, please contact the Tri-Cities Visitor Center at 509-735-

8486/info@VisitTri-Cities.com. 
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February 8, 2021 
 
 
 
Mr. Chaun Benjamin 
Government Services Administration 
Regional Headquarters Building 
400 15th Street SW 
Auburn, WA 98001 
 
Dear Mr. Benjamin: 
 
RE: Support of Washington State Attorney General Save the State of Washington Archives 
 
The Tri-Cities Manhattan Project National Historical Park Committee fully supports the twenty-
nine federally recognized tribes, tribal communities, the State of Oregon, and the nine 
community organizations who have partnered with the Washington State Attorney General’s 
office lawsuit to save the National Archives and Record Administration’s (NARA) building in 
Seattle from being sold. 
 
In brief, the case for preserving the National Archive in Seattle boils down to three essential 
considerations: ancestry, accessibility, and accountability. 
 

• The Seattle facility houses original and important federal records for four states—
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Alaska—and our region’s first people, dating back 
more than 150 years. These records represent the history of the Pacific Northwest, our 
history, and they belong here with us.  

• According to NARA, just “.001% of the facility’s 56,000 cubic feet of records are 
digitized and available online.” With so few of its holdings available digitally, removal 
of physical archival records to Riverside, CA and Kansas City, MO would effectively 
eliminate access to these resources for whom they are most valuable: researchers, 
historians, and individuals seeking greater understanding of our region’s history and 
heritage. 

• As access to public records and other historical documents is a cornerstone of 
transparency and accountability, restricting availability to these archival materials would 
most certainly serve to further erode public trust in state and federal leadership.    

The archive is home to many of the most important records relating to the history of the 
Manhattan Project and its many legacies. For this reason, keeping the Seattle facility is of 
particular importance to this community and to the Manhattan Project National Historical Park, 
Hanford Unit, which works closely with this committee. These records are instrumental to the 
National Park Service’s efforts to tell the whole story of what was arguably the most important 
event of the last century, not only for our community, but for our country and for the entire 
world. In addition, they remain a vital resource for scholars, historians, writers, and public policy 
experts interested in better understanding how government, scientists, academics, and industry 
came together to launch the nuclear age that we are living in today.  The Hanford History Project 
is a partnership between the U.S. Department of Energy and Washington State University (WSU) 
that is responsible for archiving and digitizing Manhattan Project History.  Loss of these records 
during relocation is of great concern and we request that at a minimum they be retained for 
digitization.          
 
The Tri-Cities National Park Committee is made up to the Tri-Cities cities of Kennewick, Pasco, 
West Richland and Richland, Benton County, Visit Tri-Cities, TRIDEC, Hanford History 
Project, B Reactor Museum Association, and the Port of Benton.  We get monthly updates from 
U.S. Department of Energy on facilities and tours and from National Park  
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Service on education and interpretation.  Interest in visiting Hanford’s national park facilities continues 
to grow due to the significance of the Manhattan Project and the Cold War.  Prior to COVID, the Tri-
Cities community hosted about 15,000 national park visitors to Hanford each year, and WSU held 
national seminars and ongoing education related to the archives.  These activities help the public 
understand not only Hanford’s history, but the legacy waste resulting from Hanford’s defense role, and 
the importance of cleaning up the Hanford Site. 

 
For all these reasons, we strongly support the Attorney General’s coalition to save the State of 
Washington archives and agree that the federal government’s consultation process was not followed, 
and this transaction should not proceed without full consultation with all tribal nations, local 
communities and families who desire access to their historical heritage.  In addition, we urge the State 
of Washington to view this proposed action as causing a loss of ongoing academic scholarship on 
Hanford, and a loss of potential economic activity associated with bringing interested parties from 
around the world to Washington State to learn about the Manhattan Project. 
 
Sincerely,  

                                                    
 

Mayor Brent Gerry, Committee Chairman  Mayor Saul Martinez, Committee Vice-Chairman 
City of West Richland    City of Pasco 

                                                
Mayor Don Britain    Mayor Ryan Lukson    
City of Kennewick    City of Richland 
 
cc: U.S. Senator Patty Murray 

U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell 
U.S. Congressman Dan Newhouse 
Washington State Attorney General Bob Ferguson 
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National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Manhattan Project 
National Historical Park

2026 Ranger Programs 2026 Ranger Programs 
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Manhattan Project National Historical Park
Tri-Cities, Washington

Hike Through Time

Discover the interconnected stories of Indigenous 
peoples, Ice Age floods, Lewis & Clark Expedition, 
settlers, and the Manhattan Project in the mid-Columbia 

May 16 | 9:00–11:00 am & Oct. 24 |12:00–2:00 pm
Candy Mountain Trailhead, Richland

River Region on this 3.6-mile guided hike up Candy 
Mountain.   

Atomic Explorations
May 25–Sept.5 | Monday–Saturday | 2:00–3:00 pm 
Manhattan Project NHP Visitor Center, Richland
Explore the history, science, and people of the 
Manhattan Project. Delve into the events that 
culminated in the development and deployment of the 
world’s first atomic bombs during World War II. 

Ride with a Ranger
June 13 | 9:00–12:00 pm & Oct. 17 |10:00–1:00 pm 
Tennis Courts, Leslie Groves Park, Richland
Explore the secret city built for Manhattan Project 
workers. Discover stories and landscapes hidden in 
plain sight. Ride along bike paths and city streets to the 
REACH Museum. Attend a ranger talk before returning 
to the start location. Reservations required.

Schedules are subject to change. Activities 
may be cancelled. All programs are free. Visit 
www.nps.gov/mapr for more information.

Download the official NPS app! Search for 
Manhattan Project National Historic Park. Find 
self-guided tours, things to do, and places to 
visit. The NPS app is your guide to discovering 
World War II history in the Tri-Cities.

Tour is 4 hours. Start times vary. Reservations 
required. 

Department of Energy 
Pre-WWII Historic Facilities Tours
Fridays, Saturdays, & Holidays | May 1-Sept. 26 
Manhattan Project NHP Visitor Center,  Richland
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Council Agenda 
Coversheet 

 

Item Number: 2.  Date: 4/28/2026 
Item Type: Presentation 
Subject: Comprehensive Plan Update: Transportation 

Element & Transportation System Plan 
Department: Community Planning 

Category: 
Policy DevMnt 

 

 
Summary 
Representatives from Transpo Group will present an update on the Comprehensive Plan Transportation 
Element and associated Transportation System Plan. 

 
Attachments: 
1. Presentation 
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TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS
CITY OF KENNEWICK 

April 2026

PLAN UPDATE
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1. Project Overview & Key Updates

2. Multimodal System Plans

3. Levels of Service

4. Travel Forecasts

5. Project Needs

6. Next Steps & Questions

2

AGENDA
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

3

BFCOG

One of the key objectives of the TSP 

update is to align with the updated 

Comprehensive Plan

Key Touchpoints between the Comp Plan 

and TSP

▪ Land Use

▪ Outreach & Public Engagement

▪ Goals & Policies

▪ Plan Adoption
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KEY PLAN UPDATES

4

What’s Different 

from the Existing Plan?

▪ Last updated in 2018

▪ Land use projections to 2046

▪ New multimodal LOS standards

▪ Updated

▪ Goals & policies

▪ System maps

▪ Project list and costs

▪ Funding strategies
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BALANCING THE PLAN

5

▪ Improve corridors

▪ Improve intersections

▪ Pedestrian, bicycle, transit

▪ Maintenance & 

preservation

▪ Maintain LOS standards

▪ Measures adequacy of

facilities/services

▪ Timing of facilities/services

▪ Existing/historical

transportation revenues

▪ Grants

▪ Impact fees

FINANCE

LEVELS OF SERVICE /

CONCURRENCYMULTIMODAL 

IMPROVEMENTS
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SCHEDULE/PUBLIC OUTREACH

6

Spring 2025 ▪ Project Kick-off

April 2026

▪ Planning Commission (TSP) April 20 

▪ City Council (TSP) April 28 

▪ Release Drafts of Comprehensive Plan & TSP 

By end of April

May 2026
▪ Public Open House on Comprehensive Plan & TSP 

Goal: Share draft plans and gather feedback

July 2026
▪ Release 2nd Drafts of Comprehensive Plan & TSP 

Mid-July

August/September 2026
▪ Planning Commission & City Council Work 

Sessions
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Modal Systems

7

KEY PLAN COMPONENTS

Street System Pedestrian 
System

Bicycle 
System

Transit 
System

Freight, Air, 
& Water

System maps illustrate the “vision” for each mode
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8

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION

▪ Identifies the 
hierarchy of streets

▪ Balances mobility 
versus local access

▪ Ensures roadways 
are built and 
maintained based 
on their desired 
function
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9

PEDESTRIAN SYSTEM

▪ Indicates routes to build 
and maintain safe and 
comfortable pedestrian 
facilities

▪ Key input into the 
multimodal LOS 
standards

▪ Primary: highest priority 
for a connected sidewalk 
and trail network

▪ Secondary: other key 
routes that should have 
basic facilities
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10

BICYCLE SYSTEM

▪ Indicates routes to build 
and maintain safe and 
comfortable bicycle 
facilities

▪ Key input into the 
multimodal LOS 
standards

▪ Primary: highest priority 
for a connected bicycle 
facility network

▪ Secondary: other key 
routes that should have 
basic facilities

Page 33 of 43



11

FREIGHT, AIR & WATER SYSTEM

▪ Indicates major 

roadways serving 

trucks

▪ Identifies railroads 

and at-grade 

crossings

▪Notes other 

intermodal facilities
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12

Transit System

▪ Indicates bus stops 

and bus routes

▪ Identifies major 

transit centers

▪Shows connections 

outside of 

Kennewick
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▪What are Levels of Service?
▪ Level of Service (LOS) measures the 

performance of the transportation system

▪ Could be measured by level of congestion, 
travel speeds, and/or comfort and 
convenience

▪ LOS standards for City roads and trails are 
set by the City

▪ WSDOT sets LOS standards for state 
highways

13

LEVELS OF SERVICE

Example Vehicle 
LOS Illustration
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14

VEHICLE LEVELS OF SERVICE

▪How does Kennewick measure vehicle LOS?
▪ Based on the PM peak hour – worst hour of the day
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PEDESTRAIN/BICYCLE LOS

Level of Traffic Stress

▪ Measures the comfort level of a 
pedestrian or bicycle facility 

▪ Rated on a scale similar to LOS
▪ LTS 1 (suitable for low confidence users)

▪ LTS 2 (accommodates most users) 

▪ LTS 3 (suitable for confident users)

▪ LTS 4 (not suitable for most users)

15
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16

TRAVEL FORECASTS

▪ Based on BFCOG Regional 
Travel Demand Model

▪ Includes regional and local land use

▪ Includes planned transportation 
improvement projects

Development of 2046 

Traffic Volumes

Example: BFCOG Regional Travel Model with Improvements
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17

TRAVEL FORECASTS

▪ Estimated Household Growth
▪ 2024 to 2046

▪ 1.5% Annual Rate

▪ Estimated Job Growth
▪ 2024 to 2046

▪ 3.4% Annual Rate

▪ Utilized to Prepare Travel 
Forecasts

Land Use Forecasts
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Categorized by Project Type

▪ New Street Construction

▪ Reconstruction/Widening

▪ Intersection

▪ Pedestrian/Bicycle

▪ Annual Program

▪ Study

▪ Monitoring/Operations 

▪ Other Agency

18

PROJECT LIST
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NEXT STEPS

Draft TSP Document

▪ Develop Project Cost Estimates

▪ Complete Financing Strategy

▪ Address and Incorporate 
Commission, Council and Public 
Comments

▪ Prepare Final TSP Document
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QUESTIONS?
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